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substituted a period of steady surplus for this state of
chronic deficit, I would express my obligations for
materials and assistance of many kinds to those who
laboured with him in the work. Sir Richard Temple,
as Finance Minister, had charge of the reforms;
and I have to thank him for several papers of great
value, particularly one on the Indian Cash Balances,
which (were it more publicly available) would remove
that subject from the obscurity in which it is popularly
supposed to be enveloped. Sir John Strachey, while
acting for Sir Richard Temple, had the immediate
task of initiating some of the most important mea-
sures, and to his writings during Lord Mayo's life and
since his death I owe many facts and ideas repro-
duced in this book. But my largest debt, as regards
the pages which immediately follow, is to Mr, Robert
Barclay Chapman, the Secretary to the Government
of India in the Finance Department This gentleman
'devoted one of those hard-won breathing-spaces which
happen in an Indian civilian's career to drawing up
for me a narrative of Lord Mayo's financial measures ;
and I only regret, that the condition which he has im-
posed on me of not reproducing the paper under his
name and In his own words prevents me from print-
ing it in full He thinks this prohibition due to the
office he holds, and that there might be a risk of the

Statements, the total deficit is given at ^12,054,016 (at 2s. per rupee).
It should be remembered that explanations for a large part of the above
deficit were forthcoming; thus a change of policy had taken place,
whereby the cost of certain military works then and still in course of
construction, was transferred from the extraordinary to the ordinary
Account.